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RETROSPECTIVE OF TODAY'S MEMORIES  

A few hundred photographs made for this exhibition show only 

one piece of what can be called a wealthy economy and a 

picturesque place. Unfortunatel y, we must admit that  today,  

these  pictures  function as monuments to one period  and the 

history of one place.  

Thanks, above all, to its natural wealth and geographical 

position, Srebrenica has always been important to conquerors 

and traders. While exploiting Srebrenica, some left a trace  in time 

and history, which we often disregard 

unfairly.  

The peak of Srebrenica 's economic 

development  began  immediately after 

World War II and ended in the early 

1990s. The management of Srebrenica 

municipality's economic development 

was based on natural resources, mostly 

on minerals and wood.  

As a co nsequence of the development of 

lead and zinc mines in Srebrenica, 

subsidiary businesses were created. The 

development of the mine s, as the most 

important element of the local economy, led to the found ing of 

organizations such as: Flotation {Flotacija}, Technical Overhaul 

{Tehniľki Remont}, and Investigations {Istrage }. And  the  

companies that were created, instead of just selling  raw 

materials , started processing resources into the fin ished  product s 

(Battery Plant, Galvanizing Plant, "11th March", FEROS, etc.).  

Vladislav Bajagiļ in front of the 

entrance at the Mine 1967.  
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Once, the industrial zones in Potocari and Zeleni Jadar were 

crowded with workers from 

various plants, going back 

and forth from home to 

work.  

Today, this sounds hard to 

believe . But the picture we 

are looking at is quite 

different from what we are 

witnessing nowadays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Management of OOUR "Surveys" taken on     

July 5th 1981.  

. 



(U)MJESTO ĤIVOTA / A PLACE OF LIFE  
 

 

7 

 



(U)MJESTO ĤIVOTA / A PLACE OF LIFE  
 

 

8 

SREBRENICA  

òSrebrenica is a small,  picturesque mountainous settlement of 

around 1500 inhabitants .  The r ivers Krizevica and Cicevac run 

through the urban part of the municipality. Just above the town, 

on a steep slope,  there is a fortress buil t  by Turks and in the 

vicinity there is another ruined medieval  fortress with two 

towersó. This is the opening sentence by Heinri ch Renner from 

his collection of travel books Back and Forth  Through Bosnia and 

Herzegovina , written at  the end of XIX century, describing 

Srebrenica,  its nature,  surrounding s, opportunities and 

possibilities.  

 

Photo taken from the book of Heinrich Renner ăDurch Bosnien und die Hercegovina 

(kreuz und quer), Berlin 1987. ð Panorama of Srebrenica at the end of XIX century  
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Even though more than century has passed  since this book was 

published , a turbulent period of history ñwars, econom ic 

development , and genocideñcont inued to leave its marks on 

Srebrenica. In fact , a travel writer who come s to Srebrenica today 

could open her writing with the same sentence  as Renner did in 

his time. Although there have been significant change s, some 

things remained the same.  

Srebrenica is a settlement in the easternmost part of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. It is organized as a municipality with 19 local 

communities (Breĥani, Crvica, Gostilj, Kostolomci, Krnjiļi, Luka, 

Orahovica, Osatica, Podravanje, Potoľari, Radoģeviļi, Ratkoviļi, 

Sase, Skenderoviļi, Skelani, Srebrenica, Suļeska, Toplica, 

Vijogor). It borders the  municipalit ies of Bratunac, Milici and 

Rogatica. And , located on the Drina River, Srebrenica  borders 

with neighboring Serbia.  

  
Srebrenic a t oday 
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Throughout the millennia of settl ement  of this area , since the 

prehistoric age, the municipality changed its name on multiple 

occasions: Domavia, Argentaria, Argentum , etc. The first mention 

of Srebrenica under this name in written sources was recorded 

on August 16, 1352, when two Dubrovnik bookkeepers stated 

that at the request of Grub Mencetiļ they submitted a letter to 

Bevenjutiļu {Bene de Benuennuta} "in Sebernica". 

Being rich with minerals, silver in particular, this area was an 

attractive  place for people to settle. Even the Illyrians, an ancient 

Balka n  tribe, worked on mining the ore. In antiquity, the area 

became  interesting to the Romans, who decided to colonize it , for 

the purpose of the extracting the ore.  

Domavia was a Roman mining settlement and a metallurgical 

center that existed on the site of  today's village of Sase in 

Srebrenica. During  excavations carrie d out by Ludwig 

Pogatschnig 1884 -1885 a city curia (urban curia) and a city bath 

were discovered. In addition to the remains of city facilities, 

certain monuments and inscriptions were also found, the most 

important of which  have the name of the place (Dom avia) and the 

status of municipality  and colony. The records that speak of 

Domavi a as the center of mining administration for the Roman 

provinces of Pannonia and Dalmatia are also significant.  

In addition to Domavia, in Srebrenica, another municipality  was 

established in the territory of today's Skelani. The municipality of  

Malvesiatium most likely received this status in the first century, 

during the Flavian dynasty. In addition to the monuments found 

during the excavation at this archaeological site, arch eologists 

found the remains of a hall, palace and public baths.  

 



(U)MJESTO ĤIVOTA / A PLACE OF LIFE  
 

 

11 

SREBRENICA IN MEDIEVAL PERIOD  

With the arrival of German miners of Sasi in the first half of the 

14th century, the mining era of this site experienced significant 

growth . With the developing  silver and other mining, Srebrenica 

became attractive to  rulers and traders, who wished to  conquer 

and and exploit  the region's wealth, but who also left  a significant 

impact on  the history and culture of this place.  

Due to its position  on the trade route , Srebrenica attract ed 

traders from Dubrovnik who, on their way through Bosnia and 

Serbia, found a strategic stronghold in which they establish ed 

their settlements or colonies.  

With the development of mining, trade and crafts, followed by the 

development o f the residential infrastructure (private and public 

buildings), Srebrenica became one of the most developed urban 

settlements in the medieval Bosnian state. The s ignificance of 

Srebrenica was further established with the existence of the 

minting manufactu re which produced , among other  things , the 

Srebrenica n dinar.   

Srebrenica's  geographical position on the Drina River, the border 

between Western and Eastern civilization, has contributed to 

strategic importance of the place. Sources from 1389  mention  the 

customs service in Srebrenica, and at the beginning of the 15th 

century the place was given the status of a city. Urban 

development is also evidenced by the fact that a sewage system 

was also implemented in the settlement.  Srebrenica was the only 

known se ttlement of the Middle Ages in which there was a kind of 

sewage system established.  
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In Srebrenica, Dubrovnik merchants had their own colony and 

permanent consuls. The city had a Purgatory Council, a statute , 

and a mining law that shows the basics of city self -government. 

The settlement also had a prince and a city seal. The f ortress 

Srebrenik, intended for the protection of the city, is located 

directly on the hill above Srebrenica.  

Given the  territory 's economic  and  strategic value , Srebrenica 

was attractive  to various rulers . It  was thus conquered  on several 

occasions, but was  eventually returned to the control  of the 

Bosnian medieval state.  

From 1404, Srebrenica was in the hands of Hrvoje Vukľiļ 

Hrvatiniļ, and in  1410 the Hungarian King Sigismund of 

Luxembourg took over (where he stayed from 14th to 21st 

October 1410), and from 1411 it was in the hands of the Serbian 

Autocrat, Despot Stefan Lazarevic. Bosnian rulers tried in vain to 

regain Srebrenica. This only became possible in  1446 during  the 

reign  of King Stjepan Tomaģ. 

The existence of several hundred necropolises of steļak 

tombstones are spread throughout the territory of the 

municipality of Srebrenica, tombstones of the Bogumil religious 

community, bu t also other  communities that accepted the steļak 

as a part of their tradition. The Bogumil religious community, 

mostly under the rule of Bosnian Ban Kulin, found fertile ground 

in medieval Bosnia and in Srebrenica as well. Thus, they left a 

significant cu ltural and historical trace.  

In order for "non -believers" or here tical tendencies  to be subdued  

in Srebrenica , which is on the border with Orthodox Serbia, 

Catholic Franciscans came along with the Dubrovnik merchants, 

establishing a province , or Franciscan vicarage , in Srebrenica. 
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After their arrival  in the 13th century , they built a monastery and 

a church. The monastery is considered to be the oldest 

Franciscan monastery in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

The Order of Franciscans in Srebrenica was first mentioned 

around 1361 , and t he first mention of a Chaplain in Srebrenica 

was in the year 1376. For the benefit of the Church of St. Mary 

and the monastery in Srebrenica, located in the city center, 

Dubrovnik merchants contributed money, silver, clothe s, and 

horses. The Guardian in Srebrenica, Fran ľesko, was mentioned  

in records from the year 1454 . In Ľaglje, near Srebrenica, there 

was the church of St. Nicholas.  

Based on  some historical sources, it is reasonable to believe that 

Srebrenica was also the  seat of the Orthodox Metropolitans.  

Important political changes, as well as various social influences, 

significantly contributed to the development of the town. 

Srebrenica became the economic center of Middle Podrinje which, 

besides Dubrovnik residents, was also frequently visited by 

inhabit ants of Kotari, Ulcinj, Korcula, Albanians, Greeks, and 

Ottomans . 

In addition to mining and trade, Srebrenica was also a significant 

center for various crafts in the 15th century. Of the 34 crafts that 

existed in Bosnia, sources confirm the existence of 15  of them in 

Srebrenica. There were: goldsmiths, doctors, mint ers, weavers, 

tailors, butchers, bakers, builders, and others . The city had mills, 

a leprosarium , and its own slaughterhouse.  

In this  environment , various cultural activities also developed. 

Ther e was a local tradition of ornamenting  clothes (decorations 

on the dress 'a modo di Srebrenica' in 1454).  
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SREBRENICA UNDER THE OTTOMANS  

After the fall of Despotovina (at the end of 1459 and  the 

beginning of 1460) Srebrenica was occupied by the Ottomans. 

The presence of the Ottomans in Srebrenica and Bosnia was 

evident earlier, but it was short -lived. Sultan Mehmed II, the 

Conqueror , considered the Franciscans of Srebrenica as the 

representati ves of the town. He later issued the Srebrenica 

Ahdnama . On this occasion, Sultan Mehmed II donated to the 

Franciscans a "silver lactate", which is presumed to be a kind of 

relic from Dalmatia.  

Under the Ottomans Srebrenica was, administrative ly,  part of t he 

Smederevo region, and  after 1480 , part  the Zvornik Sandĥak 

region.  

In addition to the  already existing upper part of the town, under 

the Ottomans, the Lower Town, called the Turkish quarter, came 

into developement . According to a report from 1476, there  were 

about 700 houses, with  about 3,500 inhabitants. With the 

decreasing importance of the town in the Ottoman era, the 

number of inhabitants also decreas ed. According to the census of 

1512, there were 2 60 houses and 52 un married inhabitants. In 

the minin g law for Srebrenica (1488) there were certain 

provisions taken from the Ottomans (from the time of the Duke of 

Kovaľeviļ). 

In 1499, Sultan Bajazid II confirmed the  privilege (the protection 

charter, or  Ahdnama) , previously given to the Franciscan Order 

of Srebrenica by his father Mehmed II, in 1463. With the division 

of the Bosnian Franciscan vicar age in 1514, the Province of 

Bosnia Srebrena was created, which was named after Srebrenica, 

which included all Franciscan churches under Ottoman rule. The 
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Church  of St. Mary and the Franciscan monastery collapsed in 

the wars of the 18th century.  

AUSTRO -HUNGARIAN PERIOD  

By the decision of the great powers in 1878 at the Berlin 

Congress, the manda te of Austria -

Hungary was assigned to enter 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, under 

the pretext of establishing peace 

in the country. With the 

departure of the Ottomans , there 

were significant changes in the 

demography of Bosnia -

Herzegovina . The Austro -

Hungarian adm inistration also 

came to Srebrenica, but this 

monarchy was not the only one 

that  entertained  pretensions 

towards this region. That is , the 

Garaģanin Plan, which would  lead to certain political tensions , 

deemed that Podrinje and Srebrenica, should be come pa rt of  

Serbia 's territory . 

The Austro -Hungarian monarchy began  the exploitation of 

natural resources of Srebrenica. After a long period of neglect of 

mining in Srebrenica , with the new authority, interest in  mining  

and related  economic activity was revived . The Austro -

Hungarians also noticed the significance of today's well known 

healing springs of Guber spa, which they studied, and then 

bottled   and export ed to different parts of the world.  

Heinrich Mattoni Company, Bottling of 

òCrni Guberó mineral waters 
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In addition to mining and forestry, several additional facilities  

and factories were created here, including the Guber water 

bottling company.  After the assassination of Crown Prince Fran z 

Ferdinand in Sarajevo 

1914, committed by Gavrilo 

Princip, the First World War 

began , resulting in  the 

collapse of the Austro -

Hungari an Monarchy.  

The following century was 

marked by the wars and 

suffering of Srebrenica and 

its  inhabitants . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant of ocher paint towards the end of XIX 

century in Srebrenica, Durch Bosnien und die 

Hercegovina ð Heinrich Renner (Berlin, 1987)  
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TITOõS YUGOSLAVIA 

Srebrenica was liberated by the Partisans on March 11th, 1945, 

from the well -established Ustasha Militia and Chetnik units . 

After the end of the Second World War, and especially in the 

1980s, Srebrenica experienced significant economic expansion, 

and was ranked among the most developed municipalities of the 

Socialist Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

A large number of the youth of Srebrenica went to study all over 

the world, and the economy of the area was constantly growing 

and strengthening . 

The production of ore continued, and it was exploited in two 

silver mines , in Sase and Podravanje. New industrial plants were 

established  on a regular basis, including the Battery Factory in 

Potocari, the Galvanizing Factory, the Sawmill Plant in Zeleni 

At the opening ceremony of the second phase of the project implementation  

"11. MART" in Potoľari- 11.03.1985.  
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Jadar, the Furniture Factory and other  important economic 

entities that employed a large proportion  of the population of 

Srebrenic a, as well as inhabitants of neighboring municipalities.  

The period of development continue d till the early 1990s, when 

there was  a significant change in the political order of Yugoslavia . 

The one-party system was abandoned, and a multi -party system 

was in troduced that resulted in the formation of national ist  

parties and the disintegration of Yugoslavia.  

The beginning of the war marked the end of the most fruitful 

economic  and  cultural development and, most important, the era 

of coexistence that was known i n Srebrenica.  

GENOCIDE  

The Srebrenica genocide was a  

war crime committed in July 

1995 during the war in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina. The Army  of 

Republika Srpska, under the 

command of General Ratko 

Mladic, with the paramilitary 

unit "Scorpions", which was 

under the control of the Serbian 

Ministry of Internal Affairs 

(Yugoslavia), and together with hundreds of Greek and Russian 

volunteers, commit ted this crime against the Bosniak population 

of Srebrenica, which was at the time a "protected zone " of the 

United Nations. The conquering Serb forces  killed, expelled and 

otherwise abused the Bosniak population in the protected zone.  

Commemoration to the Genocide victims 

(Potoľari 11. july 2016.)  
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After the Second W orld War, the genocide in Srebrenica was 

characterized as the largest massacre in Europe, which resulted 

in killing more than 8,000 people, mostly civilians. Besides 

Srebrenica, there were Bosniak residents from neighboring 

municipalities, who  had found re fuge in the town until 1995.  

Early in 1992, units of the Yugoslav People's Army (JNA), as well 

as armed groups led by Arkan, Mauzer and other Paramilitary 

Units, entered and occupied Srebrenica, with a large part  of the 

Bosniak population being expelled. A lthough the population was 

predominantly Bosniak, the goal of the expulsion from Srebrenica 

and neighboring municipalities had to do with strategic or 

political intentions to keep  Bosnia and Herzegovina within the 

territory of Yugoslavia, which, especially  during the war period, 

aimed to transform  it into Great er Serbia. It was well understood 

that the area of the Middle Podrinje was of great strategic 

significance for the preservation of the territorial integrity of the 

territory inhabited by the Serb population, with the Bosniaks 

presenting an obstacle.   

However, as early as May 1992, combatants of the Army of 

Republic of Bosnia -Herzegovina  (ARBiH) managed to regain 

control of Srebrenica. By September 1992, members of the 
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ARBiH  from Srebrenica merged w ith units from Zepa, which was 

under the control of Bosniaks.  

By the beginning of 1993, the liberated territory was further 

expanded to Cerska, located to the west of Srebrenica. During 

that period, the territory, or enclave, extended to 900 square 

kilome ters, but the isolation of 

this territory from that  under 

the control of the ARBiH, 

especially  Tuzla, was a 

significant problem, so that the 

enclave  remained vulnerable, 

which later facilitated  the 

carrying out of genocide.  

Although under the protection 

of the United Nations troops, the Srebrenica population was 

continuously subject to  terror involv ing  starvation, wounding and 

killing of the residents.  

With the fall of the enclave and the arrival of Serb military and 

paramilitary formations on July 11, 1995 , the genocide began, 

and its was of grave consequence to  the population of Srebrenica.  

General Ratko Mladic and a group of Republika Srpska Army 

officers were convicted of war crimes, including genocide, before 

the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 

(ICTY). This court, among other things, rendered several  verdict s 

of genocide concering  the Srebrenica massacre s. Additionally, in 

2007 the In ternational Court of Justice (the "World Court")  found  

Serbia responsible failure to prevent genocide.  
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SREBRENICA TODAY  

During the war, Srebrenica suffered significant losses of 

population and damage to the economy. Part of the expelled 

population lives in Srebrenica again today. Due to the poor 

economic situation and the complexity of the political system, 

young er people are struggling  for  their survival and for  a better 

future, in coexistence among the ethnicities.  

Most important, despite the fact that  this is a place with a heavy 

burden of history, where genocide was committed , the population 

of Srebrenica has a common language for coexistence and 

tolerance . This is true, despite obvious  political efforts to keep  the 

population of Bosnia and Herzegovin a in fear of another national 

conflict and disorder.  

A wise man from Srebrenica once said: " With  time , people here 

change much  in themselves, and the only thing that remains 

unchanged is just  th at  desire for change."  

One thing is certain, and that is the fact that Srebrenica will 

remain a legend that will endure  as long as there are people 

willing to continue to live their lives there.  

And finally, ADOPT owes its existence to Srebrenica and will 

continue the two -millen nia history of this town.  
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ADOPT SREBRENICA - ACCEPT SREBRENICA  

Our organization  is an   answer to the need to gather people who 

share common values and a vision of Srebrenica. There are those 

who contribute to togetherness, not by fleeing from the past but , 

with  superhuman power , try to respond to the challenges they 

face on a daily basis. Yes, there are those who sympathize with 

the suffering of fellow citizens who are still recovering from 

trauma.  Yes, they do not stop searching for the threads that are 

ever-present , which in essence make each individual a human 

being.  

ADOPT Srebrenica, as an informal group, was founded in 2005 

after doctor Irfanka Pasagic was awarded the Alexander Langer 

Internati onal Prize.  

Among the initial objectives of the project was the desire to try to 

find the potential of a n interethnic group in a n environment  that 

is deeply scarred  by the consequences of the conflict, in 

particular to foster the development of intercultur al dialogue 

initiatives, to work on memory, and nonviolent conflict 

management . Our work is  specifically directed at young er people 

who  are squeezed between the unbearable burden of what has 

happened  before,  and the difficult task of look ing  ahead.  

The Ale xander Langer Foundation and the International Network 

for Srebrenica, made up of friendly organizations and 

institutions, mostly from Italy, supported the work and 

registration of the "Accept Srebrenica" Association (ADOPT 

Srebrenica), which took place in  June 2016.  
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INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF REMEMBRANCE  

One of the initial activities  is held every 

year in the presence of experts in the field 

of international law and human rights, 

researchers, journalists, artisans, writers, 

representatives of organizations,  volunt -

eers, participants from B&H, Italy and 

other countries. The International Week of 

Remembrance was first organized in 2007 

in Srebrenica, with the aim of initiating a 

dialogue on past events and facing the past.  

DOCUMENTARY CENTER  

The idea was inspired by members of the ADOPT Association who 

are confronted with personal tragedy and a commitment to hear 

memories of those who 

are no longer alive  

today, searching for lost 

phot ograph s, recordi -

ngs and videos, and 

other document ation . 

We promote t he memo -

ry of the people and the 

values they shared am -

ong themselves, as a 

witness to the times th -

at supported  the common values  traditionally fostered in our 

territories before the war in B&H.  
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PROMOTING ACTIVITIES IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE  

INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR SREBRENICA  

Through numerous initiatives, 

meetings, presentations, worksho -

ps, theater performances, excha -

nges and participation in confere -

nces in Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

Italy (Bolzano, Trento, Venice, Cese -

na, Trieste, Turin, Ro me, Pescara, 

etc.) , together with students, pupils, 

civil society associations, govern -

ment o rganizations, research organ -

izaions, we have highlighted the 

values of community, the problems 

that multiethnic and divided comm -

unities face, represen ted a common 

vision of the future and analyzed 

the heritage of Alexander Langer : 

h is thoughts, writings  and activities.  
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DOCUMENTATION CENTER òADOPTó SREBRENICA 

When we engage in exploring the past of Srebrenica, we can rely 

on a rich historical herit -

age, conveyed by oral tradi -

tion, written  records , and 

visible monu ment s.  

This  town , whose existence  

dates to the  the beginning 

of the new era , can boast  of 

a rich histor y, cultural sign -

ificance and numerou s eve-

nts important for the well -

being of the area.  

Unfortunately, the records  of the past times have remained only 

in very rare documentation , and much of  that precious infor -

mation was destroyed in numerous war s.  

Those who have ventured to investigate  Srebrenica 's past  have 

been faced with clear gaps in the information that is available . 

The Documentation Center òADOPT'só Srebrenica project goes 

back to 2011. A member ofòADOPT,ó Muhamed Avdic, came into 

possession of a number of pho tographs created during the 

pre war period.  

In the photographs that Muhamed acquired, the life that existed 

in Yugoslavia was presented, that is, the places and persons who  

were part of the advanced community , who  are now part of 

history . Their  time was interrupted by the greatest  bloodshed 

since World War II in Europe.  

1.  Nevenka i Vladislav Bajagiļ in well-known City 

Caf® of Srebrenica 1962. 
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In the world of social networks, Internet and smartphones, 

photography is a part of everyday life whose cultural and 

sociological value is not awarded the significance it de serves.  

It is rare that any citizens of  Srebrenica, in attempt ing  to save 

themselves and their loved ones, in their flight from  Srebrenica, 

reflected on the memories they left behind.  

Countless  family albums, photographs of the first birthdays, 

going to the army, weddings , and similar important events  will 

always remain lost, and with them, the testimony and memor ies 

of individuals who are no longer with us. Very often, members of 

the family are only left with a memory of loved ones who were not 

lucky to be among those still alive . 

The young er generation growing up in Bosnia -Herzegovina and in 

Srebrenica started life during the  war , or were raised on  stor ies of 

Third grade of "Mihajlo Bjelakoviļ" elementary school, generation 1969. 
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war . This beginnin g had a significant impact on the development 

of postwar generations, while the way of life that used to be has 

been forgotten.  

The D ocumentation Center òADOPTó Srebrenica aims to collect 

photographs, videos, documents and other materials that testify 

abou t Srebrenica from the peak of its economic, social, and 

cultural development, to preserve the memory of all Srebrenica 

inhabitants who must not be forgotten . The project also works to 

offer families and survivors the possibility of finding traces of 

their ancestors in the archive database offered by the 

Documentation Center.  

GATHERING THE ARCHIVE MATERIAL  

Archiv al material (photos, videos, documents) finds different 

paths to becom ing  part of the Documentation Center collection. 

The original material consisted of photographs from the collection 

of Muhamed Avdic and photographs provided by the families of 

members of ADOPT, which was a pilot project for everything that 

would  follow later.  

Due to the widespread destruction of photo graphs , there are few 

individuals in Srebrenica who in their private photo albums have 

a large collection of photographs taken  throughout the pre -war 

period ..  Also, photography was much less in vogue in that 

peri od, which creates  a significant problem in finding an already 

limited number of photos that can be tied to Srebrenica.  

Donors  who were contacted and who agreed to hand over their 

private material for the Documentation Center, have also shared 

the informati on they possess regarding their  material . In the case 

of photography, information such as the place and time of creati  
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-on, and the persons depicted,  represent a n important  part of the 

archival material, and is also a significant aid to  third parties 

search ing  for specific  pers ons.  

After gathering of the material, it is scanned, that is, a digital 

copy is made, which, along with documentation of relevant  

information, becomes part of a 

collection that  is usually 

named after the donor of the 

material.   

In addition to the direct 

collection of materials from 

donors, the same is done 

through digital communication methods, where individuals from 

Srebrenica who live elsewhere  can provide materials that will be 

included in the Documentation Center collection . 

In addition to fellow citizens who 

donated  materials, these materi -

als also came from different 

sources. On several occasions, 

important archival material 

(mainly documents, work -books, 

etc.) came from the discovery of 

these in abandoned buildings, 

discarded in poor climatic condi -

tions , conducive to   decay. Such 

material was save d, and later 

processed and classified into separate collections . 

 

Cleaning of the documents  

 

P      Personal documents of the workers found            

in one of the devastated objects  
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ARCHOS  

After collecting the material, as well as related information, what 

follows is   the classification and 

publication in a specialized arc -

h ive software - ARCHOS.   

ARCHOS is special software for 

cataloging, archiving and resea -

rch, which works on vari ous 

types of documents belon ging to 

funds and collections located in 

the archives of the Documenta -

tion Center, which are available for easier search of the entire 

material.  

ARCHOS is a system transferred to the ADOPT Association by the 

òIstituto piemontese per la storia della Resistenza e della societ¨ 

contemporanea 'Giorgio Agosti ' - Institute for the History of 

Resistance and Contemporary Society Giorgio Agosta"  from Turin 

(ISTORETO), which has in its bases a significant collection of 

documentary material from the Second World War, and which 

has been in the process of archiving for seventy years.  

The program is available as a web catalog where those who are   

interested will have the opportunity , through the search engines,  

to find available materials on the website of ADOPT Srebrenica.  

The Metarchive ARCHOS is displayed as a multiple catalog in 

which information and access is explored using a hierarchical file 

structure, browsing the catalog, or by translating text into a 

simple or advanced search.   

ARCHOS 
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The hierarchical file structure is organized according to  levels: 

funds, series, sub sessions, and files . Each archival level can be 

opened by entering the corre -

sponding icon, while linking 

with its title leads to the corr -

esponding descriptive card.  

The Web catalog contains all 

types of digital documents in 

smaller format.  

Users can view the documents by  accessing  the appropriate 

descriptive and card using the browser to display the requested 

material.  
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IMPORTANCE OF THE PROJECT  

The Documentation Center is certainly an important project for 

all citizens of Srebrenica, regardless of the ir  age, and it is very 

important for us to work on it. Certain events are often viewed as 

historical or statistical facts, while in fact the identity of a person 

associated with these events is neglected . This  is particularly  

tragic with regard to  people who are no longer with us. You can 

kill a man in many ways : once, when you physically kill him, and 

the second time , when  you forget him.  

The essence of the Documentation Center is based on the idea of 

memory, the idea that nobody deserves to be forgotten, and 

especially those who cherished life, but could  not  live  it  to the 

fullest extent . 

With  our project, y oung er generations have the opportunity to 

find out how Srebrenica used to live, and that before the war 

there was a very treasured peace based on coexistence. That 

peace should always be sought as the highest goal.  
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PLANT OF CONCRETE ELE MENTS (BETONARA)  

Founded in 1958, the company GRO "RADNIK" Srebrenica emp-

loyed 112 workers at the beginning , and the scope of its activities 

was restricted  to construction works in the territory of the 

municipality of Srebrenica. The craft workshops were also part of 

this company, and the company started its expansion soon after.  

GRO "Radnik" Srebrenica work ed as one of the subcontractors 

for the constructio n of the hydroelectric power plant Bajina 

Baģta, but also in other places in Yugoslavia. 

The construction of a department store in Srebrenica, owned by  

the company, began in 1978, and the store was finished opened 

in 1980.  

In 1980, the construction of the Factory of Concrete Elements in 

Dugo Polje in Srebrenica was commenced . Sead Paģagiļ, one of 

the company's executives, laid the foundation stone for the 

construction of this factory.  

The factory was built with the joint ass ets of GRO "RADNIK" 

Srebrenica and their partner "PRIMORJE" from Ajdovģľina. The 

value of the construction was about 50 million dinars, of which 

11 million were secured by "PRIMORJE".  

The factory of concrete elements initially produced about 13 ,000 

m2 of u seful surfaces (assembly elements), but the production 

later tripled . At the initial stage, this plant employed 50 workers.  
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FACTORY OF FRICTION ELEMENTS - FEROS POTOĽARI 

This company was founded in  1961. The leadership of the 

municipality   was inspired to  start a company that would  work 

on the production of friction 

materials.   Milorad Stefanovi ļ 

was assigned to  organiz e the 

production, which  involved  prep -

ar ing  the premises of the then 

Fire Station where the factory 

would  initially be located. Mr.  

Stefanoviļ worked in this fun -

ction  until October 1 st  of the 

same year , and was then  appointed as the director of the 

company , named FEROS Srebrenica.  

The original products of FEROS were brake pads for passenger 

and commercial vehicles. In 1964 FEROS moved to another 

building.  

The company expanded steadily , certainly thanks to having 

joined  a Bosnian -Herzegovinian giant  enterprise , UNIS. In 1977, 

the construction of a plant in Potocari began, put into operation 

next year. The range of products expand ed. According to the 

license of the West German company "BERAL" in 1979, 

production improv ed, and a some of the product s, including  most 

of the cladding and lining, was exported to Romania and Albania.  

After privatiza tion, FEROS was reincorporated as a joint -stock 

company. After the war, the factory was restarted, but it was 

shut down  after several years of production.  



(U)MJESTO ĤIVOTA / A PLACE OF LIFE  
 

 

40 

 



(U)MJESTO ĤIVOTA / A PLACE OF LIFE  
 

 

41 

 



(U)MJESTO ĤIVOTA / A PLACE OF LIFE  
 

 

42 

SREBRENICA PREVOZ  - TRANSPORT COMPANY  

Due to growing need for  transportation of workers, especially  the 

miners from Sase Mine, on the March 1st, 1967, in Srebrenica, a 

branch office of the transport company "STRELA" Valjevo started 

its operation. The company began  with 16 employees and 9 

buses, but the number of employees at the end of the year grew 

to 25.  

The total number of vehicles that was 

used by the company,  renamed SREB -

RENICA EKSPRES ,  was 52 buses . 

Forty of them went to surrounding vill -

ages. They had  2500 listed seats and 

1600 standing places. From 1967 to 

1981, the company transported 25 mill -

ion passengers.  

A sub -section of the company was 

called "REMONT" , which operated the 

repair workstation and other services 

as well . It consisted of a car wash, fur -

nishing and technical inspection. There 

was also a department for servicing TAM 

vehicles.  

 

 

 

Former employee Milena 

Stjepanoviļ 
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